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Interested in being a MIHOPE site? 
 

The Mother and Infant Home Visiting Program Evaluation (MIHOPE) research team is looking 

for home visiting programs to participate in a large-scale evaluation. Home visiting programs are 

recognized as an important strategy for providing support services to families with young 

children. Programs are diverse, widely used across the country, and generally aim to provide 

information, referrals, and parenting support to reduce child maltreatment, improve maternal and 

child health, and improve early school readiness. The recent growth in federal funding to support 

the scale up of evidenced-based programs provides an unprecedented, critical opportunity for 

program and research collaboration at the Federal, State, and community levels.  

 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families 

and the Health Resources and Services Administration are sponsoring MIHOPE. The study, 

mandated by the Affordable Care Act, is designed to build knowledge for policymakers and 

practitioners about the effectiveness of the new federally funded Maternal, Infant and Early 

Childhood Home-Visiting Program (MIECHV) in improving outcomes for at-risk children and 

families.  

 

What are the benefits of my program participating? 

 Recognition to your program distinguishing your practices and demonstrating your 

commitment to rigorous research on program effectiveness.  

 A strong evidence base to inform public funding for home visiting and national family 

policies.  

 Knowledge about what difference home visiting programs make, for whom they make more 

difference, and why.  

 Feedback about program participation.  

 Funds to support staff participation in research activities.  

What types of programs are needed? 

 Operating at least one of four models that meet HHS’ criteria for evidence-based models: 

Early Head Start - Home Visiting, Healthy Families America, Nurse Family Partnership, or 

Parents as Teachers. 

 Experienced offering home visiting services for two years or more. 

 Can recruit at least 60 new families within a 12-15 month time period and provide services to 

at least 30 families. 

 Willing to implement research procedures. 
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What steps are involved with participation in the evaluation?  

 Step 1. Meet with the study team to learn more about the evaluation and provide 

information. Through a series of telephone calls and in-person meetings, study team 

members will contact state level organization and later implementing agencies to describe the 

study and learn more about the local MIECHV programs. This information will be used to 

help the team choose which states and sites will be included in the evaluation. Each 

telephone call is expected to last one hour and in-person meetings are expected to last half a 

day. The study team and federal partners will use the information shared to determine the 

locations that are a good fit for the study. As you may remember, the MIECHV legislation 

requires this national evaluation and your state provided assurances about your willingness to 

participate in the evaluation, if selected.  

 Step 2. Discuss the research design and reach agreement on roles and responsibilities. 

The study team will meet with local program sites (e.g. their leadership, staff, referral 

sources, and any other appropriate individuals) to further discuss what participation in the 

study would mean and begin to design research procedures. Agreements will be executed 

between the local program and the study team to describe the roles and responsibilities of 

each during the course of the study.  

 Step 3. Prepare for research data collection. The study team will work with program staff 

from each local program site to finalize the research procedures. The study team will provide 

materials and train appropriate staff on how to implement the process.  

 Step 4. Implement evaluation procedures. The study team will enroll families into the 

study. Most data about families in the study are expected to come from surveys conducted 

with families by the study team. However, some data may come from the local program sites. 

This may include videotaped observations of selected home visits, annual web-based surveys 

of local staff, and weekly completion of web-based activity logs by home visitors and 

supervisors. All information collected for the evaluation will be kept private to the extent 

allowed by law.  

 Step 5. Monitor and provide feedback. The study team will monitor the research 

procedures and provide assistance as needed. Program implementation data will be shared 

periodically. The study team will visit the program to complete implementation research 

activities.  

Please contact Sharon.rowser@mdrc.org or Lauren.supplee@acf.hhs.gov for more 

information.   
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